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Christ is risen! God’s grace calls us to lives of gratitude. 
 

Announcements 
 

Prelude 
 

Welcome  
 

Opening Prayer: (In Unison) 
Thanks be to God for your indescribable gift of new life. We thank you God for your love and for your power 
in paving a way for all your children to have resurrection hope. May we forever give thanks for your 
sacrificial love. Amen. 
 

Opening Hymn:                                            “Christ the Lord Is Risen Today”                                                   UMH #302                               
 

Joyful Noise 
 

Scripture Reading:                                                 Luke 24:1-12; 52-53                                               Cindy Curtis-Budka 
 

Choir Anthem:                                                        “Lift High the Cross” 
 

Sermon:                                                                          “Gratitude”                                                       Pastor, Wil Wilson 
 

Prayer of Confession: (In Unison) 
Resurrected Lord Jesus, we thank you for the gift of confession, the gift of starting anew every day. We 
thank you for the freedom to be honest about our sins without fear, confident that you have triumphed 
over all sin, evil, and death. We confess to you today that we have fallen short of being the people you call 
us to be. We have hurt others by what we have done and by what we have failed to do. Forgive us, we pray. 
Help us to pattern our lives so that we become more connected to you every day, so that we live as you 
would have us live every day. We pray these things and confess our sins in gratitude for your promise of 
forgiveness and new life. Amen. 
 

Offering:                                                                                                          
Our Special Offering for April will benefit Local Charities: Open Door, E.H.A.P. and Habitat for Humanity.  
 

Doxology 
 

Offertory Prayer                                                                                                                                        Pastor, Wil Wilson 
God of grace, we give you thanks for the awe-inspiring gift you have given us of forgiveness and new life 
through Jesus! In gratitude, we offer up our gifts to you, and we offer up ourselves to you, to be shaped into 
a new creation. Use all that we have and all that we are to spread the news that Christ has died for us and 
has risen, indeed! Amen. 
 

Pastoral Prayer                                                                                                                                           Pastor Wil Wilson 
 

Celebration of Communion 
 

Closing Hymn:                                                          “Because He Lives”                                                             UMH #364                                       
 

Benediction:                                                                                                                                               Pastor, Wil Wilson 



Christ the Lord Is Risen Today 
UMH #302 

 
Christ the Lord is risen today, 

Alleluia! 
Earth and heaven in chorus say, 

Alleluia! 
Raise your joys and triumphs high, 

Alleluia! 
Sing, ye heavens, and earth reply, 

Alleluia! 
 

Love’s redeeming work is done, 
Alleluia! 

Fought the fight, the battle won, 
Alleluia! 

Death in vain forbids him rise, 
Alleluia! 

Christ has opened paradise, 
Alleluia! 

 
Lives again our glorious King, 

Alleluia! 
Where, O death is now thy sting? 

Alleluia! 
Once he died our souls to save, 

Alleluia! 
Where’s thy victory, boasting grave? 

Alleluia! 
 

Soar we now where Christ has led, 
Alleluia! 

Following our exalted Head, 
Alleluia! 

Made like him, like him we rise, 
Alleluia! 

Ours the cross, the grave, the skies 
Alleluia! 

 
 
 
 

Lift Hight the Cross 
(Choir Anthem) 

UMH #159 
 

(Refrain): 
Lift high the cross, 

The love of Christ proclaim 
Till all the world adore 

His sacred name. 
 

Come, Christians, follow 
This triumphant sign. 

The hosts of God  
In unity combine. 

 

(Refrain) 
 

Each newborn servant 
Of the Crucified 

Bears on the brow 
The seal of him who died. 

 
(Refrain) 

 
O Lord, once lifted 

On the glorious tree, 
As thou hast promised, 
Draw the world to thee. 

 
(Refrain) 

 
So shall our song of 

Triumph ever be: 
Praise to the Crucified 

For victory! 
 

(Refrain to end) 
 
 
 



Because He Lives 
UMH #364 

 
God sent his Son, they called him Jesus; 

He came to love, heal and forgive; 
He lived and died to buy my pardon, 

An empty grave is there to prove  
My Savior lives. 

 
Because he lives, I can face tomorrow; 

Because he lives, all fear is gone; 
Because I know he holds the future, 

And life is worth living 
Just because he lives. 

 
How sweet to hold a new-born baby, 
And feel the pride and joy he gives; 
But greater still the calm assurance, 

This child can face uncertain days 
Because he lives. 

 
Because he lives, I can face tomorrow; 

Because he lives, all fear is gone; 
Because I know he holds the future, 

And life is worth living 
Just because he lives. 

 
And then one day I’ll cross the river; 

I’ll fight life’s final war with pain; 
And then as death gives way to victory, 

I’ll see the lights of glory and 
I’ll know he reigns. 

 
Because he lives, I can face tomorrow; 

Because he lives, all fear is gone; 
Because I know he holds the future, 

And life is worth living 
Just because he lives. 

 
 



Scripture Reading 

 

The Resurrection of Jesus 

24 But on the first day of the week, at early dawn, they came to the tomb, taking the 

spices that they had prepared. 2 They found the stone rolled away from the tomb, 3 but 

when they went in, they did not find the body.[a] 4 While they were perplexed about this, 

suddenly two men in dazzling clothes stood beside them. 5 The women[b] were terrified 

and bowed their faces to the ground, but the men[c] said to them, “Why do you look for 

the living among the dead? He is not here, but has risen.[d] 6 Remember how he told 

you, while he was still in Galilee, 7 that the Son of Man must be handed over to sinners, 

and be crucified, and on the third day rise again.” 8 Then they remembered his 

words, 9 and returning from the tomb, they told all this to the eleven and to all the 

rest. 10 Now it was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and the other 

women with them who told this to the apostles. 11 But these words seemed to them an 

idle tale, and they did not believe them. 12 But Peter got up and ran to the tomb; 

stooping and looking in, he saw the linen cloths by themselves; then he went home, 

amazed at what had happened. 

52 And they worshiped him, and[a] returned to Jerusalem with great joy; 53 and they were 

continually in the temple blessing God.[b] 
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